
Ivy Harper Seeks Democratic Congressional Nomination
          Lincoln political journalist/author and Land Grant University Reform (LGUR) founder, Ivy Harper, will file with the Secretary of State’s office on March 1, 2010 for the Democratic nomination for Congress in a bid to unseat Representative Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE).


Harper has been traveling Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District since June, 2009 attending town hall health care sessions held by Senators Johanns and Nelson and Representatives Fortenberry and Lee Terry. Interviews and conversations with Nebraska voters during this period convinced Harper that in addition to guarded support for a health care overhaul, voters’ concerns include jobs, student loan/financial reform, environmental stewardship and reversing the decline of rural America.


“Nebraskans are ready to vote in politicians who will provide concrete solutions to this country’s critical issues,” Harper said. To that end, Harper supports President Obama’s initiatives including health care reform, a return to the federal Direct Loan student loan program along with an elimination of the predatory private student loan industry, and public/private partnerships that will revitalize rural America through eco-tourism and green collar jobs that collaborate with the agribusiness sector that has made Nebraska a global agrarian powerhouse.


Harper believes that Nebraskans have begun to make connections. Voters now understand that one of the primary reasons prospective doctors do not choose rural practices is their need to pay off massive student loan debt. 


“Given that the average NU med school debt is more than $120,000 hundred thousand dollars, young doctors are forced to stay in urban venues and enter high-paying cardio-thoracic practices rather than become general practitioners in small-town Nebraska simply because of debt,” Harper said. “This trend, which has been devastating to rural Nebraska, will be reversed only when the skyrocketing cost of college is finally contained.”


If elected, Harper said one of her first priorities would be to work towards swiftly implementing the 9/11 Commission’s recommendation that Congress reform itself with respect to the too-many committees that oversee national security.


“Rep. Fortenberry continues to serve on one of the subcommittees that the 9/11 Commission strongly recommended be eliminated,” Harper said. “Congress needs another George Norris who is willing to spearhead a move that would take away some members of Congress’ oversight power.” 


A political science and journalism graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Ivy Harper is a fourth generation Nebraskan who joined the 1976 campaign of candidate John J. Cavanaugh for Omaha’s 2nd Congressional District. When Cavanaugh was elected to Congress, Harper moved to Washington, D.C. and worked on Capitol Hill as a legislative aide. Following her tenure on the Hill, Harper served as a contributing writer for American Politics and Regardies magazines where she covered Nebraska politics. She is the author of the first book on Bob Kerrey, St. Martin’s Press’ 1992 biography entitled, “Waltzing Matilda: The Life & Times of Nebraska Senator Robert Kerrey.” She also served as a Writer-in-Residence for Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Executive Director of the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation, the non-profit that launched the Special Olympics. During her time at the Foundation, Harper wrote “A Change for all Seasons: A History of the Special Olympics.” The Kennedy-commissioned manuscript is housed at the Kennedy Foundation archives in Washington, D.C. and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston, Massachusetts.
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